
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

A big hello to you all from Asha Niketan Asansol. This issue of Ashar Deep is here to bring you up to 

speed on everything that has transpired in our community over the last few months, during which 

we’ve made many new friends, bid farewell to a few old ones and had many unforgettable 

experiences. We extend our sincere thanks to all our well 

wishers who have stood by us over the years and 

continue to support us in each new endeavor.  

 (Balaram Samanta, Community Leader )   

The community went on its annual holiday in March 

from the 10th to the 16th, vacationing at the seaside in 

Puri, Orissa.  All our members thoroughly enjoyed their 

time at the beach and 

frolicking in the waves.  

We also celebrated Holi, the festival of colors in March. The day 

was marked with high spirits, sunshine and a riot of color. 

 On April 5th we celebrated the solemn occasion of the washing of 

the feet as part of our observance of Holy Thursday, a yearly 

tradition that helps our community members symbolically 

renew our commitment to live and work together in the spirit 

of service, in an environment of peace 

and harmony. 

It also 

prompts us to 

strengthen our relationships 

through forgiveness. 

The Bengali New Year that came around on April 14th 

offered us a fresh wave of joy following the season of 

Easter. 

On the 21st of April the community commemorated a 

very special day – our fifth anniversary! The day was full 

of festivity, brought to the fore by a specially organized cultural event. The climax of the evening lay 

in an outstanding collaborative performance by our core-members and the students of St. Vincent`s 

school, involving a beautiful dance drama adaption of Tagore’s ‘Samanya Khoti’. It is needless to say 
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that the event was highly appreciated by the audience. The 

members of Asha Niketan Kolkata also performed a drama on this 

occasion. A souvenir honoring the occasion was published and our 

website www.ashaniketanasansol.com was launched. Mr. Francis 

Colaso, the President of F.M.R.India and Mr. P.K.Kunhikanaran, the 

National Leader of Asha Niketan India were present at the program. 

A group of five people from Kiran Centre Varanasi, including three 

persons with disability, visited our community for ten days from the 

1st of June through the 10th of the month.  Our members were very 

happy to welcome them into our family. 

Mr. Balaram Samanta and Mrs. Seema Paul went to Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.A. to attend the 

International General Assembly of L`Arche Federation from the 1st through the 10th of June. After the 

IGA program both of them visited L`arche Cape Breton, Canada where they spent ten days in the 

community. Asha Niketan Asansol is very grateful for 

their generous 

financial support in 

making this experience possible. We are so thankful to the members of L`arche Cape Breton for their 

warm hospitality and friendship with our community. We look forward to deepening this bond and 

watching it grow.  

Our gratitude is also extended to Rev. Fr. J. Peter who has agreed to offer a Mass for us on each last 

Friday of the month. The community celebrated Mass on the 31st of August and all the community 

members were pleased to participate in the sanctity of the experience.  

Our community said goodbye to Sabine Fernades from Kolkata and 

Lena Grote from Germany who left in March and Andrea Incze from 

L`Arche Cork, Ireland who left in April, after completing their scheduled 

period of four months each. We are very thankful to each of them for 

their friendship and voluntary service in our community.  

The students and teachers of the Interact Club of Assembly of God Church 

School, Asansol visited us in May and on August 15th, Independence Day. 

We are much obliged for their material assistance as well as their time. 

http://www.ashaniketanasansol.com/


The students of 

Loreto School, 

Asansol visited our 

community on 16th 

July and 4th August 

and our members 

enjoyed their dance 

performances and 

company. The students 

from St. Vincent`s 

school frequently visit 

our community and 

create an atmosphere of 

joviality and friendship 

with our members, which 

we greatly appreciate.  

Asha Niketan Asansol has received many donations, both monetary and in kind, over the last few 

months from many individuals and institutions in the interest of sustaining our community life. To 

name a few, the Rotary club of Ranigange , interact club of A.G.Church 

School ,Asansol, State Bank of India C.A.C.Burnpur, Mr. and Mrs. Vishal 

Kedia and others.  

The community has made a new young friend in the person of Dravid, a 

student of class XI at St. Patrick`s School , Asansol, who regularly visits on 

Saturdays and national holidays, spending time with our core-members, 

playing and interacting with them. He has especially formed close ties 

with our residential core-members who appear to be very fond of 

him.  In Dravid’s own 

words, “I love to come Asha Niketan . I have many 

friends in my school. But when I come to Asha 

Niketan  and I spend time with Sonu , Som , 

Barnabas ,Riko and others I enjoy being with them 

and I miss them if I am not able to come on any 

Saturday’’. Dravid`s grandfather offered him Rs. 

6000/- to purchase anything he wanted. Dravid 

suggested his grandfather offer the amount to Asha 

Niketan  Asansol. We are touched by this young man’s 

generosity and friendship, and hope he inspires more young people like him to befriend our core-

members and share their world. 

As in every issue, we now introduce to you one of our core-members. 

Mahjabeen Khatoon (Rounak) 
 
Our twelve-year-old Rounak is the first core-member of the Day-Care Center, which she 
joined on 06.09.2007. She is an extremely affectionate, lovable and pretty girl with Down 



Syndrome, who aspires to be an assistant, caring for her 
peers with both compassion and a firm hand. She enjoys 
dancing, painting and singing.  She is extremely attached 
to and protective of her little brother Sagil. Her cognitive 
abilities are quite developed as she can write her 
alphabet, count, complete jigsaw puzzles and recognize 
shapes and colors accurately. She partakes in our daily 
prayers with much devotion. When visitors stop by the 
community Rounak is always one of the first to 
welcome them excitedly, putting them at ease in no 
time. We hope that Rounak continues to make the 
progress that she has, growing in mind and spirit, 
while never losing her compassionate and outgoing 
nature. 

 
We would now like to share the parting thoughts of Rabea Dryer, our volunteer from 
Germany who spent a year at Asha Niketan Asansol, as she relayed them to us before taking 
her leave. We will certainly miss her joyful service, humor and kind heartedness. 
 

My experience in Asha Niketan Asansol 
 
When I came here on the 11th of August 2011 I didn’t think of how many experiences I am 
going to gain here. 
Now it is one year later and I am kind of very happy to go back to Germany, to see my family 
and friends again, but also kind of sad to leave everything behind that I created here in the 
last 12 months. 
I am happy about every experience I gained here, the positive ones as well as the negative 
ones. Of course most of my experiences have something to do with mentally retarded 
children I worked with. 
Especially our residential children developed a lot, as they for example now hang up their 

mosquito nets almost alone, or wash their plates after every meal. I even fell that they are 

interacting more with each other and with the 

assistants. They are slowly all growing 

up. I wished everyone could have a 

chance to see the development which is 

going on in special children like them. It 

may be a different development than the 

one children without mental disability 

have, it may be slower in some points, but I 

think it is more amazing, a more exiting one 

than you can ever see in “normal” children.  

Even when the work with the children here 

was sometimes very hard, when it was very 

challenging for me, they still always made me 

feel doing the right thing here. And when I had a bad day, when I was missing my family or 

something like that, it sometimes happened that a child, even one of the non speaking, 



came to me and gave me a big hug or a kiss which helped me immediately forgetting about 

my sorrow. I am still stunned about this kind of love and compation you can find in these 

children. So it makes me even angrier that I met people here who told me these children 

were “stupid”, their minds were off. But this kind of people you can find everywhere, they 

did not get a chance to spend time with these special children, they do not know about the 

joy they give to you … so actually you have to feel sorry for these people, sorry because of 

the fact they are missing something in their life. 

Apart from that I am also very glad about other things I learned here and hope that I will be 

able to do on with practicing my Bengali as well as my Indian dance, once I am back in 

Germany. I am also taking a lot of the Indian culture with me. I hope I will be able to cook all 

the delicious meals I had here, beginning with making the perfect round chapatti and of 

course the best cup of milk tea on this earth…! Thanks to all the pictures I took I will neither 

forget about all this amazing Pujas I celebrated here. I never saw something like that before 

in my life. 

India is a beautiful country without any doubts, as well as the idea which lies behind Asha 

Niketan. I was part of a community where people with and without disability live and work 

together, and I was even part of India and its culture for some time. I am so graceful for the 

experience I had in this country and especially in this community. But now it is time for me 

to go, gaining more experiences in another part of my life. 

Thank you and Good Bye, Dhonobad ar Tata. 

Rabea Dreyer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asha Niketan Asansol 

B.C. College Road, St. Vincent’s School Campus, Asansol – 713304. West Bengal, INDIA 

E-Mail: anasansol@gmail.com ; Phone: +91(0)3416459817 

Website: www.ashaniketanasansol.com 

 

mailto:asansol@gmail.com

